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Athelstan the Glorious, for gotten builder of a nation

by Jane Clements

The story of golden-haired Athelstan is the stiifegends. By the time of his death
in 939, at the comparatively young age of 43, heerinat only ruled the kingdom of
Wessex with wisdom and justice but had fought aegbtiated his way to becoming
the first to be justifiably called king of all tlenglish. Fulfilling the dream of his
renowned grandfather Alfred ‘the Great’, he unisedcessfully into one kingdom all
Angles, Saxons and Danes from the Tamar in thehseest, to Hadrian’s Wall in the
north, establishing law, order and bureaucraticegoment for all ‘English’ folk.
Along the way, his approach to kingship was basethotors that are valued in
British society today. These include a strong serske rule of just law, tempered
with mercy, a monarchy that was visible to the pegaihe promotion of arts, culture
and learning, and an effective and well-ordere@uled strategy. They also involve
the placing of England at the heart of Europeaaiffand influence, and the building
of a society based not on homogeneity, but on eedhasion of a united future.

The accolades of his contemporaries are impresigeAnnals of Ulster described
Athelstan as ‘the roof tree of honour of the wastgorld’. Writing in the late 1100s
William of Malmesbury held him to be ‘rememberedthg English as the most
learned of all their rulers before the Norman Casju.His years, though few, were
full of glory.” Yet his achievements are not prommnt today in the national
consciousness. Although the vision he realisedthatsof his more famous
grandfather, he was nonetheless extremely significahis own right; where Alfred
laid the foundations for a united England, it wakelstan who threw up a mighty
edifice - with considerable style.

The Wessex dynasty, founded by Cerdic in the 58@scantred on Winchester, was a
strong and inspired one. Alfred, king of Wessex] hagun the visionary enterprise of
a kingdom of England during the 800s, famouslytfiggn Danish incursions into the
middle and southern regions of the country. A mbjoch-pin of his success was the
moral annexation of the strategic kingdom of Mertaegely achieved by marrying

his daughter Aethelflaed to the Lord of Merciafdnt, she was the one with the

stomach for war and diplomacy, while her husband mare than content to owe
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allegiance to Alfred and do as he was told. Alfsesibbn, Edward was also a natural
leader and more-than-competent soldier; warriorsdmpin the blood.

Below: Depiction of Athelstan from a £4entury manuscript.

Edward is described in various sources as
having taken a wife who bore him a
daughter, Eadgitha, and a son, Athelstan,
but then died in childbirth. Perhaps it
made sense politically for Edward to
concede that they had never been
properly married and then to wed
Aelfflaed, the daughter of a prominent
earl whose support was strategic to
Wessex. Whatever the facts of the
matter, this meant that Athelstan’s
legitimacy was always in doubt,

officially at least, and it may have
coloured his perceptions of his own role,
possibly even explaining why he never
married. However, there is no question that Atlaelstas accepted as an honoured
member of the household.

Perhaps partly because of this question mark, Etleemt Athelstan as a youth to live
with his aunt Aethelflaed in Mercia, where he laédhe art of warfare and
demonstrated his aptitude in battles and skirmigih#ése north against the Danes and
their allies. Significantly, Athelstan inheritedshgrandfather Alfred’s love of
scholarship and also like Alfred was devout in@Isistian observance. On Alfred’s
death, Edward became king and Athelstan was grodonddture leadership.

Edward’s reign was consumed by war against the ®f&oen all sides, and fortifying
strategic towns such as Buckingham and Towcesterar advantage for the
Saxons was English morale, while the Danes wesndafitsunited and without strong
leadership. By the time both Edward and Aetheléfldeed, they had consolidated
their hold on a huge region from the Fens in thet EBamworth in the north and
Hereford in the west.

Athelstan was thirty years old when Edward died;\ttitenagemot, the king’s
councillors, elected him king. This was challendealiyvever, on the grounds of his
dubious legitimacy, and a plot to replace him kg/step-brother was uncovered.
Athelstan showed characteristic mercy by sendiegitig leader on a pilgrimage to
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Rome to ask the Pope for his guidance on the méteplotter conveniently dropped
dead on arrival; a spectacle of regal clemencyWadd by divine retribution.

Athelstan’s coronation was a more elaborate afffein those of his predecessors,
while following the tradition of his father. It t&glace at the royal site of Kingston
with the Archbishop of Canterbury officiating amtiuded the ceremonial
manumission or freeing of a man sold into slaverydiebt. Part of the royal

ceremony took place at the ‘coronation stone’ iasfte church and part outside in the
market place, in public view. Poems were spokdmsrhonour and hymns sung. The
sources suggest that Athelstan was specificallgrges for kingship; if so, he was

the first of the dynasty to be tutored in law-makand scholarship to this end, as well
as strategy and warfare. The manner of his coramaiiso suggests that he or his
advisers were not insensible to the need to entlegeespect and approbation of his
subjects.

An uneasy truce with the Norsemen of York, shonedbyithe marriage of Eadgitha to
their ruler Sihtric, broke down after Sihtric’s dleaHis successor Anlaf was
supported by the Irish Norsemen, who set sailaomcNorthumbria in 927. Losing no
time, Athelstan marched up to meet them and theden were routed. Off duly,
the northern rulers met Athelstan at Eamont in Quertio pledge allegiance to the
English king: Constantine of Alba, Owen of Straylde and Ealdred of Bamburgh.
Several Welsh kings also paid homage on that omcakiot only did the rulers
acknowledge Athelstan’s supremacy, but they alseeatjto promote Christianity and
suppress paganism. This completed the three nmegas sb the creation of an English
kingdom: the supremacy of Wessex in southern Enigldne submission of Mercia
and now the submission of Northumbria. The agre¢melBamont did not put an end
to the conflict by any means and the following yeer Irish Norsemen under Olaf's
uncle, Guthfrith, attacked York. When Guthfrith wesptured, Athelstan again
showed his preference for mercy; Guthfrith enjogederal days of lavish hospitality
before being sent home to Ireland.

Athelstan then turned his attention westwards. tihersoned the rulers of Dyfed,
Gwynedd, Morganwg, Gwent and Brycheiniog to mediexteford. As a result of the
meeting, the Welshmen agreed to pay a huge suwidn glver, oxen, hounds and
hawks. The size of the tribute was unprecedented.River Wye was agreed as the
border between Welsh lands and the kingdom of tigdigh. To the south was the
kingdom of the ‘west welsh’, the Cornish peoplee @ornish had supported Danish
attacks in the past and the Danes had a base 8rilyIsles and Athelstan marched
through Cornwall, destroying the Danish fortificats, building churches, freeing
slaves and establishing monasteries. Re-organisengix tribes of the Cornish along
the lines of the Saxon ‘*hundred’ model, he alsaldisthed an auxiliary bishopric to
that at Crediton in a new seat at St Germansagrsiss the Tamar; the first occupant
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of the seat was an indigenous Briton rather th&axon. By these means, Cornwall
was established as an autonomous, though subjygéitedvith every reason to resist
further Danish or other foreign advances. Athelstan however, insist that no native
Britons were to reside on the east side of the Tapussibly to prevent them being
used as cover for Danish advances.

By acting in such ways, Athelstan proved himselbéomore than a warrior, or even
an empire builder. Rather than wanting to expasdkimgdom for reasons of power

or personal gain, he appears to have genuinelyagdanstable and ordered realm
which would be strong against attack and enablahigbitants to live peacefully and
fruitfully. Only fifty years before, King Alfred héifaced his darkest days, besieged by
the might of the Danes and with the West Saxon taddced to a few square miles of
marsh around Athelney. Now rulers from the contimeade the journey to England
to give honour to his grandson, and scholars agritslcame to teach and study, both
at court and in monasteries and private housegidtoprinces were sent to be
educated at Athelstan’s court; prominent among thas Hakon, son of Harald
Fairhair of Norway who brought with him the gift afViking ship with gilded shields
and purple sails.

Athelstan cemented these relationships by martyisdpalf-sisters to Hugh, Duke of
the Franks, Otto, eldest son of the Holy Roman Eorpand Henry ‘the Fowler’,

first Saxon king of the Germans. Otto gave him3pear of Destiny, the lance that
was said to have pierced the side of Christ an@ghvhad come into the possession of
Charlemagne. Meanwhile Henry also presented Athelsith a gift to mark his
betrothal: the sword of Constantine the Great, teiy containing nails from the

Holy Cross, obtained by his British mother St Hdiem Jerusalem, set in crystal.
These were symbolic gifts and significant allianeesnarkable for the time and for
what they said of Athelstan, a king who defendedrights of family and allies
internationally, including Hakon of Norway, Alan Bfittany and his nephew Louis,
the usurped heir to the throne of the west Frahke accolades bestowed on him from all
sides were numerous, even allowing for the custgmgperbole of the time.

In terms of law-making, Athelstan issued six maydes, based on tithing, the
administration of justice and appropriate penaltiesexample, he ruled that no man
under fifteen was to be hanged. He also estalliph@cedures intended to prevent
local corruption and tyranny by powerful familiés.one royal document, he
described underhand practices as “odious with #ifleshaped bitterness of
lamentable corruption”.Under his sovereignty, large households and tgadin
families, especially in London, organised themsgimo groups of ‘tithings and
hundreds’ with responsibility to maintain the peaod bring wrongdoers to justice.

! Whitelock, D (1955): 934, June- land grant to¢harch in York
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Alfred and his descendants had established agitatetwork of burhs, sometimes
called ‘ports’, where tolls and taxes could be pAithelstan regulated the coinage at
such places, decreeing where and how coins wdre tointed. All coins minted were
of standard weight, with the name of their towroogin clearly shown. Central
England was divided into ‘shires’, although theriéook some time to come into
popular use. By Athelstan’s death, the many Daséttlers within England regarded
Athelstan as their true and rightful ruler. Thisipd was, for those not on the borders,
largely civilised and peaceful.

Left: A silver penny minted by Burdel of Norwich c935

Despite these achievements, there were still thibge
questioned Athelstan’s right to rule, or were dniNxy
more selfish goals. Edwin, Athelstan’s half-brotheas
again involved in a plot to oust him. Athelstanenet that
he be put into a boat and set adrift ‘at God’s tyierc
According to some accounts which exist, his servdrd
accompanied him reported that Edwin leapt overbaardi
drowned; others accused Athelstan of ensuring dashd
Whatever the truth of the matter, Athelstan undwsto
years of penance for Edwin’s death.

The following year Athelstan was forced to trawettie north. Details are sketchy but
it seems that Constantine of Alba had refused tigilnd, more worryingly for
Athelstan, Guthfrith’s son Olaf was reported to éigathered a large fleet in Ireland
and to be sailing up the west coast of Scotlandelkstan stopped at Chester-le-Street,
shrine of the English saint Cuthbert, to pray fictary in the campaign. On his way,
he gathered support from vassals and allies, antldbt sailed to Caithness. While
there was opposition and destruction, particularigumbria, and at Caithness, Olaf
returned home without having engaged Athelstanrsef®in battle. At a formal
ceremony, Constantine and Owain of Cumbria wer®reg as tributaries in a pan-
British coalition. In gratitude, Athelstan lavishgitts on the shrine of St Cuthbert and
adopted him as his patron saint (see illustratiothe next page).

However, the peace was short-lived. Three yeags, |@laf and Constantine rose
again against Athelstan. Athelstan put togethdarge a force as he could muster.
The sources for what happened next are mostlygast adulatory in tone and
cannot therefore be relied on for historic accur@geyong the sources is the
remarkable Saga of Egil Skallagrimsson, an Icelantércenary who had fallen foul
of Norwegian rulers. Together with his brother ftveght for Athelstan and developed
an unlikely fondness for the end-rhyming versehefstyle found in Latin hymns.
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All sources are clear, however, that the full mighthe Irish Norse, Cumbrians,
Northumbrians, North Welsh, Vikings and Scots cameditogether against the West
Saxon and Mercian forces under Athelstan. A Welshacin Dyfed expressed the
hope that ‘the stewards of Cirencester will shétkbtears...as an end to their taxes
they will know death’. The forces gathered overgsbhenmer, despite Olaf’s fleet
being harried by foul weather; the plan was to egws/oc by raiding and looting on
the edges of the English land, followed by two dtameous attacks, from the north
and the west. Athelstan took his time to gatheh latelligence and forces, although
those bearing the brunt of the skirmishes raileadreg this delay. However, late in the
autumn of 937, Athelstan and his brother Edmuretjiteg the West Saxons and
Mercians, met the allied armies at a place nameadd@rburh; the precise site is
unknown but was probably just to the south of thenider.

Below: Frontispiece of Bede’s Life of St Cuthbetipwing Athelstan giving the book
to St Cuthbert’s shrine at Chester-le-Street in. 937

Accounts of the battle suggest that it
began before dawn; the Bishop of
Sherborne and his forces, arriving late,
pitched their tents in the wrong place and
% were massacred. It appears that Athelstan
2 divided his forces between him and his
half-brother Edmund, to attack on two
flanks, including the cavalry of sturdy

. English ponies to break the notorious

* ‘shield wall'. Losses in the battle were
heavy on both sides; among the casualties
42 were five kings of the allied forces, earls,
12 Jarls, bishops, two of Athelstan’s nephews
4" and the brother of Egil Skallagrimsson.

12 However, all the sources are agreed that
% the men of Wessex and Mercia emerged

i victorious, while the opposing forces were
scattered, demoralised and severely
reduced. Owain of Cumbria was slain. What remaofdtie Irish Norse fleet limped
home and Constantine abdicated his throne, tofdaaed by his cousin Malcolm,

and retired to a monastery. Although Scandinaviasiaughts did not end here, and
would not do so until Harold’s battle at Stamfonddge in 1066, this was a
significant victory and a major step in the forroatof English nationhood. Athelstan
and his remaining forces returned south in triumpé;threat from the north was
over.
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Athelstan died at Gloucester in 939 and was buatddalmesbury. He never married
and clearly regarded his brothers and their soiseagghtful heirs. He was followed
by Edmund who was another son of Edward, but byhinid wife. Like Alfred,
Athelstan was religiously devout and greatly inflaed by the Cluniac reform. This
new monastic rule coming from the monastery of € imBurgundy emphasised
both art and social justice, such as care of tloe. @oncerned to be a just ruler,
Athelstan was scholarly and cultured, promotingatie, music, poetry and church
liturgy. He owned extensive collections of rare aadred objects, and made
significant donations to monasteries and churcBiesrank Stentohassesses
Athelstan’s achievements as, in particular, haylayed an outstanding and sustained
role in European affairs. Furthermore, ‘Athelstanfuence in contemporary Europe
rested on his position as heir of the one westergdom which had emerged in
greater strength from the Danish wars.’

In this way, Athelstan built on the legacy of hashfer and grandfather to create a
unified kingdom which valued the arts, scholarsfuptice and engagement in
European affairs, while remaining ferociously indiegent. It was also a kingdom
based not on one ethnic or cultural group or ti@wljtbut on subjects with a variety of
origins. The ‘Great Battle’ of Brunanburh, as tieaniclers described it, not only
fulfilled Alfred’s ambition of a land ‘of all the i&glish’, but did much to build a sense
of a national identity among the Angles, Saxong)d3aand others who owed
allegiance to the same illustrious and much cetelrking,

Dr Jane Clements, apart from indulging a passiomidieval history, works in interfaith
relations and lives in Oxfordshire (www.fodip.drg

Main Sourcesfor Athestan

Campbell, A (1938Yhe Battle of Brunanburpub.London: Heinemann

Palsson, H & Edwards, P, trans. (19€@)l's Sagapub. Harmondsworth: Penguin
Stenton, F M (1971Anglo-Saxon Englangub. Oxford: Clarendon Press

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicl@dote: there are numerous manuscripts, translaos
editions. The most accessible is the edition bya§ayA, published by Heinemann in
1983.]

Whitelock, D, ed. (1955knglish Historical Documents, Vbpub. Eyre &
Spottiswoode

William of Malmesbury: Gesta regum Anglor@Beeds of the English Kings), Vol. |,
Edited and Translated by R. A. B. Mynors, R. M. iifson and M. Winterbottom,
Oxford University Press, 1998Villiam of Malmesbury: Gesta regum Anglorum
(Deeds of the English Kings), Vol. Il: General bduction and Commentary, by M.

2 Stenton, F M (1971Anglo-Saxon England
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Winterbottom and R. M. Thomson, Oxford Universitg$s, 2002 [Note that
Athelstan’s tomb is in Malmesbury Abbey]

Three appendices are provided: the family trebefWwest Saxons and, as scholarly
resources, the accounts of Athelstailolinshed’s Chroniclefrom the Tudor period
and Percy Enderbie from the time of the restoredus.
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Appendix |

THE HOUSE OF THE WEST SAXONS

Egbert (302-839)

Aethelwulf (839-858)

Aethelswith  Aethelstan Aethelbald Aethelbert Aethelred Alfred
(king of Kent)  (858-860) (860-865) (865-871) (871-899)

Ethethelm Aethelwold

(the Usurper)
I
Ethelwerd Elfred Ethelgiva Athelflaed m. Ethelred  Aelfthryth Edward
of Mercia m.Baldwin (899-924)
I I of Flanders m. 1. Aecwyna
Aelfwyn Adelolf

Athelstan Eadgitha m. Silitric of York 7
(942-939)

Edfleda Aelfweard Eadgifu Edwin Ethelhilda Eadhild Edith  Elgifam

=

. 2. Aelfflaed

(nun) d.924 m. Charles, (lay nun)  m. Hugh, m. Otio, m. Conrad of
the Simple duke of son of Burgundy
King of West Franks the Franks — Holy Roman
Emperor (Henry
Fowler)

m. 3. Edgiva

Eadburga Edgiva m. Louis of Aquitaine Edmund Eadred
(1mun) (939-946) (946-955)
Edwy Edgar

(955-959)  (957-975)
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Appendix 11

This is the notice on Athelstan — ‘Adelstane’ Halinshed’s Chronicleshe 1587
edition, as reprinted in 1807.

/.« HOLINSHED’S

CHRONICLES

OF

ENGLAND, SCOTLAND,

AND

IRELAND.

IN SIX VOLUMES.

VOL. I.
ENGLAND.

P .

LONDON:

PRINTED FOR J. JOHNSON; F. C. AND J. RIVINGTON; T. PAYNE; WILKIE
AND ROBINSON; LONGMAN, HURST, REES, AND ORME;
CADELL AND DAVIES; AND J. MAWMAN,

1807.
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684 _ ’ THE SIXT BOOKE OF The state of Britaine

bert 18yéeres, Brethwin thrée yéeres, Lambert 27 yéeres, Adelard 18 yéeres, Wilfred 28 yéeres,
Theologildus or Pleogildus 8 yéeres, Celuotus or Chelutus 10 yéeres. Then succéeded Al-
dred, of whome king Edward receiued the crowne, and he was predecessor to Plaimond. A

Hen Hunt.  litle before the death of king Edward, Sithrike the king of Northumberland killed his brother
Nigellus, and then king Reinold conquered the citie of Yorke.

Adelstane succeedeth his father Edward in the kingdome, Alfred practising by treason to
keepe him from the gouernement, sanke downe suddenlie as he was taking his oth for
his purgation; the cause why Alfred opposed himselfe against Adelstane, whose praise
is notable, what he did to satisfie the expectation of his people, ladie Beatrice king
Edwards daughter maried to Sithrike a Danish gouernor of the Northumbers, by whose
meanes Edwin king Edwards brother was drowned, practises of treason, the ladie Beatrice
strangelie put to death by hir stepsons for being of counsell to poison hir husband Sithrike,
hir death reuenged vpon the tormentors by hir father king Edward, and how chrono-
graphers varie in the report of this historie.

THE XIX. CHAPTER.
ADELSTAN.  ADELSTANE the eldest sonne of king Edward began his reigne ouer the more part of

;L{l/,l;[' e e, all England, the yéere of our Lord 924, which was in the 6 yere of the emperour Henrie
924.  the first, in the 81 yéere of the reigne of Charles surnamed Simplex king of France, thrée
=~ moneths after the burning of Pauie, & about the 22 or 23 yéere of Constantine the third,
king of Scotland. This Adelstane was crowned and consecrated king at Kingstone vpon

Thames, of Aldelme the archbishop of Canturburie, who succéeded Pleimond. He was the

24 king in number from Cerdicus or Cerdike the first king of the Westsaxons. There were

Alfred striveth in the beginning some that set themselues against him, as one Alfred a noble man, which
Mécpe adel-  practised by treason to haue kept him from the gouernement: but he was apprehended yer
stane from the  he could bring his purpose to passe, and sent to Rome there to trie himselfe giltie or not
i Matm giltie. And as he tooke his oth for his purgation before the altar of saint Peter, he sud-
ls:etr!l::r:c'::fg denlie fell downe to the earth, so that his seruants tooke him vp, and bare him into the

monuments set English schoole or hospitall, where the third night after he died.

foorthby . Pope Iohn the tenth sent vnto king Adelstane, to know if he would that his bodie should
leste 195 be laid in christian buriall or not. The king at the contemplation of Alfreds friends and

kinsfolks, signified to the pope that he was contented that his bodie should be interred
amongst other christians. His lands being forfeited were giuen by the king vnto God and
saint Peter. The cause that mooued Alfred and other his complices against the king, was
(as some haue alledged) his bastardie. But whether that allegation were true or but a
slander, this is certeine, that except that steine of his honor, there was nothing in this Adel-
stane worthie of blame: so that he darkened all the glorious fame of his predecessors, both

in vertuous conditions and victorious triumphs. Such difference is there to haue that in th

selfe wherein to excell, rather than to stand vpon the woorthinesse of thine ancestors, sit

that can not rightlie be called a mans owne.

After that king Adelstane was established in the estate, he indeuored himselfe to answer
the expectation of his people, which hoped for great wealth to insue by his noble and prudent
Anno 925. gouernance. First therfore meaning to prouide for the suertie of his countrie, he concluded
fmww a peace with Sithrike king of the Nortbumbers, vnto whome (as ye haue heard) he gaue
olydor: one of his sisters named Editha in mariage. Sithrike liued not past one yéere after he had
wi.Mam 60 maried hir. And then Adelstane brought the prouince of the Northumbers vato his sub-
jection, expelling one Aldulph out of the same that rebelled against him. There be that

7 .

write,
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ender the Saxons & Danes, THE HISTORIE OF ENGLAND. 685

write, that Godfrie and Aulafe the sonnes of Sithrike succéeding their father in the gouerne.
ment of Northumberland, by practising to mooue warre against king Adelstane, occasioned
him to inuade their countrie, and to chase them out of the same, so that Aulafe fled into
Ireland, & Godfrie into Scotland : but other write, that Godfrie was the father of Reig- , ..
nold which wan Yorke, after that Sithrike had slaine his brother Nigellus, as before is

mentioned. _
€ The Scotish chronicles varie in report of these matters from the English writers: whose IHect. Boetius,
chronicles affirme, that in the life time of king Edward, his daughter Beatrice was giuen in ;l:ﬁiefs“’v:’:l’;
mariage to Sithrike, the gouernor of the Danes in Northumberland, with condition that if f;gm,our En-
anie male were procreated in that mariage, the same should inherit the dominions of king glish authors.
Edward after his decease. King Edward had a brother (as they say) named Edwin, a iolie g‘g‘:mréo
gentleman, and of great estimation amongst the Englishmen. He by Sithrikes procurement he Sconh
was sent into Flanders in a ship that leaked, and so was drowned, to the great reioising of ier Y

all the Danes, least if he had suruiued his brother, he would haue made some businesse for brother to K.
' ' Edward but

the crowne. —rrard.bu
About the same time Adelstane a base sonne of K. Edward fled the realme, for doubt to Adelstane flieth

be made away by ‘some like traitorous practise of the Danes. Shortlie after, king Edward the realme.

vnderstanding that Sithrike went about some mischiefe toward him, persuaded his daughter

to poison hir husband the said Sithrike. Then Aulafe or Aualassus, and Godfrie the sonnes

of Sithrike, finding out by diligent examination, that Beatrice was of counsell in poisoning

hir husband, they caused hir to be apprehended and put to death on this wise. She was set pearice put

naked vpon a smithes cold anuill or stithie, and therewith hard rosted egs being taken. out todeathbyhir
the hot imbers were put vnder hir armepits, and hir armes fast bound to hir bodie with "“P**"*

a cord, and so in that state she remained till hir life passed from hir. King Edward in re-

uenge of his daughters death mooued warre against the two brethren, Aulafe and Godfrie,

and in battell finallie vanquished them, but was slaine in the same battell himselfe.

Thus haue the Scotish chronicles recorded of these matters, as an induction to the warres
which followed betwixt the Scots and Danes- as confederates against king Adelstane: but
the truth thereof we leaue to the readers owne iudgement. For in our English writers we
find no such matter, but that a daughter of king Edward named Edgitha or Editha, after hir
fathers deceasse was by hir brother king Adelstane, about the first yéere of his reigne, giuen
in mariage (as before ye haue heard) vnto the foresaid Sithrike king of Northumberland,
that was descended of the Danish bloud, who for the loue of the yoong ladie, renounced
his heathenish religion and became a christian ; but shortlie after, foxsaiing both his wife
and the christian faith, he set vp againe the worshipping of idols, and within a while after,
as an apostata miserablie ended his life. Whervpon the yoong ladie, hir virginitie being Editha a
preserued, and hir bodie vndefiled (as they write) passed the residue of hir daies at Polles. Y&
woorth in Warwikeshire, spending hir time (as the same writers affirme) in fasting, watching,
praieng, and dooing of almesdéedes, and so at length departed out of this world. Thus
our writers differ from the Scotish historie, both in name and maner of end as concerning the.

daughter of king Edward that was coupled in mariage with Sithrike. :

. ‘ Adélstane
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Adelstane subdueth Constantine king of Scots, Howell king of Wales, and Wulferth king of
Nortbwales, the Scots possesse a great pars of the north countries, Adelstane conguereth
the Scots for aiding Godfrie bis enimie; a miracle declaring that the Scots ought to obey
the king of England ; king Adelstane banisbeth bis brother Edwin, be is for a conspiracie
drowned in the sea, Adelstane repenteth bim of bis rigour (in respect of that misfortune)’
against bis brother ; Aulafe sometimes king of Northumberland inuadeth England, be dis-
guiseth bimselfe like a minstrell and surucieth the English campe vnsuspected, be is discouered -
after bis departure, be assaileth the English campe, Adelstane being comforted with a
miracle discomfiteth bis enimies, be maketh them of Nortbwales bis tributaries, be subdueth
the Cornisbhmen, bis death ; the description of his person, bis wvertues, of whbhat abbeis &8
monasteries be was founder, bis estimation in forren realmes, what pretious presents were
sent bim-from other princes, and bow be bestowed them ; a remembrance of Guy the erle
of Warwike.

THE XX. CHAPTER.

AFTER that king Adelstane had subdued them of Northumberland, he was aduertised,

that not onelie Constantine king of Scots, bat also Huduale or Howell K. of Wales went

Wil Mam.  aboUt a privie conspiracie against him. Herevpon with all conuenient spéed assembling his
power, he went against them, and with like good fortune subdued them both, and also Vimer

or Wulferth K. of Northwales, so that they were constreined to submit themselues vnto him,

who shortlie after moued with pitie in considering their sudden fall, restored them all three

Math. West.  to their former estates, but so as they should acknowledge themselues to gouerne vnder

.T,‘?:n;“;‘f"&ng him, pronouncing withall this notable saieng, that More honorable it was to make a king,
Adelnané. than to be a king.
926.

Ye must vnderstand, that (as it appeareth in the Scotish chronicles) the Scotishmen in
time of wars that the Danes gaue the English nation, got a part of Cumberland and other
the north countries into their possession, and so by reason of their néere adioining vnto
the confines of the English kings, there chanced occasions of warre betwixt them, as well
in the daies of king Edward, as of this Adelstane his sonne, although in déed the Danes
held the more part of the north countries, till that this Adelstane conquered the same out
of their hands, and ioined it vnto other of his dominions, constreining as well the Danes
Polydor. (of whome the more part of the inhabitants then consisted) as also the Englishmen, to obey

him as their king and gouernour. Godfrie (as is said) being fled to the Scots, did so much
preuaile there by earnest sute made to king Constantine, that he got a power of men, 3nd
entring with the same into Northumberland, besiged the citie of Duresie, soliciting the
citizens to receiue him, which they would gladlie haue doone, if they had not perceiued
how he was not of power able to resist the puissance of king Adelstane: and therefore
934,  doubting to be punished for their offenses if they reuolted, they kept the enimies out. King
Adelstane being sore moued against the king of Scots, that thus aided his enimies, raised
an armie, and went northward, purposing to reuenge that iniurie.
Ran. Higd. At his comming into Yorkshire, he turned out of the way, to visit the place where saint
Iohn of Beuerlie was buried, and there offered his knife, promising that if he returned with
victorie, he would redéeme the same with a woorthie price : and so proceeded and went
forwards on his iournie, and entring Scotland, wasted the countrie by land vnto Dunfoader
and Wertermore, and his nauie by sea destroied the coasts alongst the shore, euen to Cat-
The Scots sib- pesse, and so he brought the king of Scots and other his enimies to subiection at his pleasure,
dued. constreining the same K. of Scots to deliuer him his son in hostage.
. Atokenshewed It is said, that being in his iournie néere vnto the towne of Dunbar, he praied vnto God,
miraculouslie * thhat at the instance of saint Iohn of Beuerlie, it would please him to grant, that he might
ought tabe shew some open token, whereby it should appeare to all them that then liued, and should

kings of Eng- hercafter succéed, that the Scots ought to be subiect vnto the kings of England. Hercwitﬁ,
n the

Sim. Dun.
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the kix’mg with his sword smote vpon a great stone standing nézre to the castle of Dunbar,
and with the stroke, there appeared a cli('% in the same stone to the length of an elme, which
remained to be shewed as a witnesse of that thing manie yeares after. At his comming backe
- to Beuerlie, he redéemed his knife with a large price, as before he had promised. . »
After this was Edwin the kings brother accused of some conspiracie by him begun against #3t. Matm.
the king, wherevpon he was banished the land, and sent out in an old rotten vessell without M“’"b’;;"m'
rower or mariner, onelie accompanied with one esquier, so that being lanched foorth*from .
the shore, through despaire Edwin leapt into the sea, and drowned himselfe, but the esquier
that was with him recouered his bodie, and brought it to land at Withsand besides Cantur-
burie. But Iames Maier in the annales of Flanders saieth, that he was drowned by fortune
of the seas in a small vessell, and being cast vp into a créeke on the coast of Picardie, was
found by Adolfe earle of Bullongne that was his coosin germane, and honorablie buried by
the same Adolfe in the church of Bertine. In consideration of which déed of pietie and
dutie of mindfull consanguinitie, the king of England both hartilie thanked earle Adolfe,
and bestowed great gifts vpon the church where his brother was thus buried. For verelie Repentancetoo
king Adelstane after his displeasure was asswaged, and hearing of this miscrable end of his '«
brother, sore repented himselfe of his rigour so extended towards him, in so much that he
could neuer abide the man that had giuen the information against him, which was his cup-
-bearer, so that on a time as the said cupbearer serued him at the table, and came towards
him with a cup of wine, one of his feet chanced to slide, but he recouered himselfe with the
helpe of the other foot, saieng, * One brother yet hath holpen & succored the other:”
which words cost him his life. ~ For the king remembring that by his accusation he had lost
his brother that might haue béene an aid to him, caused this said cupbearer to be straight
put to death.
In this meane while, Aulafe the sonne of Sitherike, late king of Northumberland (who is it Maim.
also named by writers to be king of the Irishmen, and of manie Ilands) assembled a great
power of Danes, Irishmen, Scots, and other people of the out Iles, and imbarked them in
615 ships and craiers, with the which he arriued in the mouth of Humber, and there com-
ming on land, began to inuade the countrie. ‘Fhis Aulafe had maried the daughter of Con- 937.
stantine king of Scots, by whose procurement, notwithstanding his late submission, Aulafe ==
tooke in hand this iournie. King Adelstane aduertised of his enimies arriuall, gathered his
people, and with all conuenient spéed hasted towards them, and approching néerer vnto
them, pitcht downe his ficld at a place called by some Brimesburie, by others Brimesford, r7en. Hune.
and also Brunaubright, and by the Scotish writers Browmingfield. Hed. Maim.
When knowledge hereof was had in the enimies campe, Auvlafe enterprised a maruelous Matth. ipese.
exploit, for taking with him an harpe, he came into the English campe, offiing himselfe 775
disguised as a minstrell, to shew some part of his cunning in musicke vpon his instrument : #ulafe dis-
and so being suffered to passe from tent to tent, and admiteed 2lso to pluic afore the king, Eised: com-
surueied the whole state and order of the armie. This doone, he returned, meaning by a the English
cammisado to set vpon the kings tent. But one that had scrued as a souldier sometime “"
vnder Aulafe, chanced by marking his demeanour to know hin, and after he was gone,
vttered to the king what he knew. ‘The king séemed to be displeased, in that he had not
told him so much before Aulafs departure: but in excusing himseie, the souldier said =
“ Ye must remember (if it like your grace) that the.same faith which 1 have given vnto
you, I sometime owght vnto Aulafe, therfore if I should haue betraied him now, you might
well stand in doubt least I should hereafter doo the like to you: but if you will tollow
mine aduise, remoue your tent, least happilie he assaile you vnwares.”” ‘the king did so,
and as it chanced in the night following, Aulafe came to assaile the English campe, and by Aulafe assaileth
fortune comming to the place where the kings tent stocd before, he found a bishop lodged, ‘ctf,,;:g"’h
which with his companie was come the same day to the armie, and had pitcht vp his tent in
that place from whence the king was remoued : and so was the same bishop, and most part
of his men there shine, which slaughter executed, Aulate passed forward, and came 1:)0-
: the

Simon Dun.
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THE SIXT BOOKE OF The state of Britaine.

the kings tent, who in this meane time, by reason of the alarum raised, was got vp, and
taking to him his sword in that sudden fright, by chance it fell out of the scabbard, so
that he could not find it, but calling to God and S. Aldelme (as saith Polychron.) his sword
was restored to the scabbard agalne. The king comforted with that miracle, boldlie preased
foorth vpon his enimies, and so valiantlie resisted them, that in the end he put them to
flight, and chased them all that morning and day following, so that he slue of them an
huge number. Some haue written, that Constantine king of Scots was slaine at this ouer-
throw, and fiue other small kings or rulers, with 12 dukes, and welnéere all the armie of
those strange nations which Aulafe had gathered togither. But the Scotish chronicles
affirme, that Constantine was not there himselfe, but sent his sonne Malcolme, which yet
escaped sore hurt and wounded from the battell, as in the same chronicles ye may sée more
at large.
Wt%en K. Adelstane had thus vanquished his enimies in the north parties of England, he
went against them of Northwales, whose rulers and princes he caused to come before him
at Hereford, and there handled them in such sort, that they couenanted to pay him yeerlie
in lieu of a tribute 20 pounds of gold, 300 pounds of siluer, and 25 head of neate, with
hawks and hownds a certeine number. After this, he subdued the Cornishmen: and whereas
till those daies they inhabited the citie of Excester, mingled amongest the Englishmen, so
that the one nation was as strong within that citie as the other, he rid them quite out of the
same, and repared the walles, and fortified them with ditches and turrets as the maner
then was, and so remoued the Cornish men further into the west parts of the countrie, that
he made Tamer water to be the confines betwéene the Englishmen and them. Finallie the
noble prince king Adelstane departed out of this world, the 26 day of October, after he
had reigned the tearme of 16 yeares. His bodie was buried at Malmesburie.
He was of such a stature, as exceeded not the common sort of men, stooping somewhat,
and yellowe haired, for his valiancie ioined with courtesie beloued of all men, yet sharpe
against rebels, and of inuincible constancie: his great deuotion toward the church appeared
in the building, adorning & indowing of monasteries and abbeis. He built one at Wilton
within the diocesse of Salisburie, and an other at Michelnie in Summersetshire. But besides
thase foundations, there were few famous monasteries within this land, but that he adorned
the same either with some new péece of building, iewels, bookes, or portion of lands. He
had in excéeding fauour Wolstan archbishop of Yorke that lived in his daies, for whose
sake he greatlie inriched that bishoprike. His fame spread ouer all the parties of Europe,
so that sundrie princes thought themselues happie if they might haue his friendship, either
by affinitie or otherwise : by mearies whereof, he bestowed his sisters so highlie in mariage
as before ye haue heard. He receiued manie noble and rich presents from diuers princes,
as from Hugh king of France, horsses and sundrie rich iewels, with certeine relikes: as
Constantines sword, in the hilt whereof was set one of the nailes wherewith Christ was
fastened to the crasse, the speare of Charles the great, which was thought to be the same
wherewith the side of our sauiour was pearced, the banner of saint Maurice, with a part of
the holie crosse, and likewise a part of the thorned crowne: yet Mandeuile saw the one
halfe of this crowne in France, and the other at Constantinople, almost 400 yeares after
this time, as he writeth. Of these iewels king Adelstane gaue part to the abbie of saint
Swithon at Winchester, and part to the abbie of Malmesburie. Moreouer, the king of
Norwaie sent vnto him a goodlie ship of fine woorkmanship, with gilt sterne and purple
sailes, furnished round about the decke within with a rowe of gilt pauises. 4 In the daies
of this Adelstane reigned that right worthie Guy earle of Warwike, who (as some writers
haue recorded) fought with a mightie giant of the Danes in a singular combat, and van-
quished him.
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Ldmund succeedeth Adelstane in the hingdome, the Danes of Northumberland relell against
him, a peace concluded betwene Aulafe their king and king Edmund vpon conditions,
Aulafe dieth, "another of that name succeedeth him ; king Edmund subdueth the Danes,
and compelleth them to receiue the christian faith, Reinold and Aulafe are baptised, they
violate their feultie vowed to king Edmund, they are put to perpetuall exile; why king
Edmund wasted all Northumberland, caused the eies of king Dunmails sonnes to le put
out, and assigned the said countrie to Malcolme king of Scots; the Scotish chroniclers
error in peruerting the time & order of the English kings, king Edmunds lawes, by what
misfortune he came to his end, how his death was foreshewed to Dunstane in a vision, a

tale of the vertue of the crosse, Dunstane reproueth duke Elstane, his dreame, ard how
the interpretation thereof came to passe.

THE XXJ. CHAPTER.

. AFTER that Adelstane was departed this life, without leauing issue behind to succéed EDMUND.
him in the kingdome, his brother Edmund, spnne of Edward the elder, borne of his last
wife Edgiue, tooke vpon him the gouernement of this land, and began his_ reigne in the

- yeare of our Lord 940, which was in the fift yeare of the emperor Otho the 1, in the 18 #riL Matm.
of Lewes surnamed Transmarinus king of France, and about the $8 yeare of Constantine _ 940-
the third king of Scotland. The Danes of Northumberland rebelled against this Edmund, sion Dun.

[..]
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Appendix 111

A Welsh perspective on Athelstan is provided bycl?&mnderbie irCambria Triumphans or
Brittain in its Perfect Lustrel661 (final three paragraphs)

Bristifh and Welfp }ﬁ/z’ozy_. | 235

. - o . Edwal Voel,

. Ut apte,

After that Edwal Vel began his Dominion over North-Wales, Howel Dba being King or 4rr Pawel fol.,
- Prince of South-VVales and Powis land, aterrible Comet appeared in the Firmament ; at 49+
which time the year following, Leigeffer was nevy built.

The nextyear follovving, the men of Denelm, did deftroy che Ifle of Mo or duglefey's o172
and the year g17.Clydawc the Son of Cadeth, vvasflain by the hands of his brother Meyric
and about the fame time the Englihmen did overthrovy the Dases.

Much about this time , Elffed Dutchefs of Mercia fent her vvhole Army into VVales, Ren, Coffs
and foughe vvith the VVelfrmen, and vvan Brecksock,, and took the Quecniand three and Zh. iveft
thircy men.  This vvasit vvhichis called in VVelth, Gweyrhy Dinas Newyab, that isto fay, 7 P& 222
The battel of the new Citty; al{o the vvon the Tovvn of Derby, )

Fobu Caftorens veporteth this flory in this manners Hugenns Lord of VVeft VVales, Fo.cut.
perceiving King Edward tobe occupied in the Daxifh VVar; far,enough from him; gathe-
redan Army of Brittains, and encred the Kings Land, wherenpon Elfled Lady of Mercia,
and Sifter to King Edward, came to 7 ales with a firong A rmy, and fought with the #7e/g-

e -at Erechuock , and putting Huganus to flight, tock his Wife and thirty four Captives,

and fed them wich her to Mercia 5 Heganys thus difcomfited, fled to Derby, and there: be-

ing peaceably entertained of the Countrymen with fifteen men of War, andewo hundred

Souldiers welf appointed, joyned himfelf wich the Kings adverfaries the Danes, of which
thingwhen Elficd was certificd by the men of Derby, fhe followed him with a greac Army,

and entred the Gatesof that Town , where Fuganus vefifted her, and flew four of her

chicf Officers. But Gwyane Lord of the Ifle of Ely ber Steward, fer the Gates on fire, and

furionfly running upen the Britteius,entred the Town s then Hugenus being overmatched, Aftott refe
and ehoofingrather to dye by the Sword, then to yield himfelf toa Woman, was there flain, {3 JoU* tefo-

The fame Aucnour alfo reporteth, that about this time Lesfred a Dane, and Grufiith of uliane Welfhe
Madoc, Brother in Law to the Prince of Wet Wales, cameto Ireland with a great Army, man.
to Snowdon, and minding to bring all Wales and the Marches cheseof to their
fubjeftion, overran and fubdued all the Countrey to Chefter, before King Edward could be
certified of their Arrival, whereat he was much Jdifcontented, and being loth to trouble
his fubj&es in that behalf, made a vow that he and his Sonswith their own people, would
be revenged on Leofred and Gruffith, and thereupon cameto Cheffer, and wan the City
from them, after which he divided his army into two Battails,whereof he and his Son Athel-
fane ledthe firlt, and Edwund and Eldred the {econd, and fo followed them wich as
much celerity as he could, and overtook themat the Forreft of Walewood now Shermood
wherc Leofred and Crafith fet upou him fiercely, fo that theKingin the beginning, was in
fome Diftrefs, until gthelane freppedin between hisFather and Lesfred , and wounded
the Dane in the arme,in fuchfors,that he being not able to hold his fpear, was foon taken
and committed to the cutody of Athelfane. Inche mean time, Edmund and Edred encoun-
tring with Graffth , {lew him, and brought his head to their Father : Then dtheliFane cau~
fed Leofred to be beheaded, and fo both cheir heads were {ecup together on the rop of the
Tower of Cheffer. . .

The year 933, Owen the Son of Grufith was flain by the men of Cerdigan, Then 4- 033,
thelffane did enter Wales with a great Army, and brought _the Kings of the Countiyto 347, aatmfs:
fubjettion, and received yearly of Tribute twenty pounds in gold, and three hundred ZoLp.225.

paid in filver, and two hundred head of Catcel; yet the Lawsof Howel appointed Z}i;f"fé}éﬂ_
to the King of Aberfraw, to pay yearly to the King of London,nomore but 'ﬁxty fix pounds 7.~ coft.
for a Tribute, and that the Prince of Dinevowre, and the Prince of Powis, thould pay a paveljol. jso.

like funun of fixty fix pounds yearly tothe King of dberfraw. o Ihe Bratains
In the year 936% dyclzi Ezmetz the);'on of Clydawcand Meiric,the fon of Cadeth,at this tmze.;:‘;;‘:’s} into

allo Atheltane did remove the Brittains that dwelt in Exeter, and thereabouts to Corswaly s1ah, 7.

and appoinced the River Cambria, to be the ucter Mere towards Englend as he had before 1, pag, 226,

appinced the Raver 1y, tobe {the Mere of England and Wales. ~ About the year 940,

Cuderh the fon of Arthyael anol;lc Brittain, Was !mprxfonct.i 5 and Edwal Voels yhe Son

of Anarawd, and Elife his Brothes, were {lain in a barrel which they fought againft the

Danesand Englifimen. This Edwal had fix fons, Meiric, Janaf, or Fenans Fagr, wlx]i.cl‘x is
: - liz ates,

[ENDS]
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